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the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard! 
the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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5. Further comments 



□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the technical requirements 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 203 

Independent claims J and 6 of the present application are so unclear that 
a meaningful! search with respect to novelty and inventive steS of the 
subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 6 appears not possible! 

Reasons: 

Claim 1 comprises the following features: 

a) selecting an article to be made, 

mLing^helriicle! 19 " 1 " 9 the art1cle and the manu ^turing process for 
proce?s? rin9 thS r " ulting desi9ns of the ^tide and the manufacturing 

The subject-matter of claim 1 relates to designinq an article anri +h« 
process to manufacture this article. In this conSex? the features a? and 

b) are not suitable to characterise an invention. Without ielectina th2 
article to be designed the designing process s not possible tnd without 
capturing the results the designing process does not make any sense So 
it remains only feature b) which could be considered to be SproSriate to 
charctense an invention. However, holistically is a meaninales? 
expression n this context. Therefore, feature b is so Sear that it 
is not possible to decide whether found prior aR dScSeS?5E r^llvant 

Further, the applicant did not cite a prior art document in the 
description He did not mention the problem in the p??or art and did not 
give a solution to overcome the problem in the prior art. So ?t is * 
totally unclear which problem is solved by the Sethod according to claim 
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The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relatino to 

12KS "EV" T*?^ whi <* no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an i nternati onal dtp H min^f, 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The appl i canT™ aoVi s ed P thU lhe EPO 
ES^i When + ^ ting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which hL 
not.been searched. This is the case irrespective of Shether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report Sr dur?Sa anv 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the reaioiS? nhL e 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may bl carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guide ine C- VI r T 
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